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Comments from the Chair
Forest Auto Tour of Northern Michigan
Those that know me know that I frequently vacation in northern Michigan. For a
number of years I have seen, scattered out along the main highways, permanent posts
affixed with the SAF shield logo, SAF, and a number. There was no other information
on the signs. If you did not know what SAF stands for there is no way to find out. “The
living forest” portion of the sign is a relatively recent addition. The signs were almost
never close together or in any semblance of order. Since I recognized the SAF logo, I
assumed they were something for Michigan SAF members – maybe some kind of
training or demonstration. There was nothing on them that would tell the general
public what they were for or who they were from. Several years ago I talked to someone from Michigan and he explained they were for an auto tour of forests in Michigan.
So this year I did something
novel - I looked it up on the
internet. Sure enough there
it was. Now it did not proJohn Friedrich, ISAF Chair
vide a map on the website –
you have to get that via mail, visiting a state welcome
center or visiting an extension office. But the explanation of the tour, discussions about the forest industry,
recreation, and wetlands, as well the discussion points
for each the twelve stops are there on the website.
There are 12 tour stops with a description for each of
the twelve stops. All the stops are repeated multiple
times – one as little as 3 and as many as 29 – the one
description covering each of the multiples of that stop.
It obviously depends on what was available on how
many multiples of each stop were selected. Since I did
not have landownership information I did not know if
the stops are exclusively on public land, or distributed
among some combination of public, industry and private landowner holdings.
The tour discussion for the stops gives a basic
description of what the stop is and the benefits. Many of
the stops are centered on forest types or tree species.
Others are centered on habitat types or ecosystem features. The twelve stops are titled Aspen, Jack Pine,
Cedar, White Birch, Northern Hardwoods, Grass
Openings, Red Pine, Eastern Hemlock, Fire ImporMichigan SAF auto tour stops # 2. You can see the birch
tance, White Pine, Spruce-Fir and Old Growth.
in the background.

unique things about that species, and also includes
management techniques. It is interesting to note that
the term clearcutting is not shied away from in the
narratives where appropriate. All in all a most educational tour.
Now for the negatives. The signs, as I stated before,
probably mean little for most of the general public.
Some information on where to go (website) on the
signs, especially now with tablets and smartphones,
would be good. As I said there is no place to pull off for
the stops, let alone for a short hike through the sites.
Their scattered nature, probably while covering a
wide area, means it would be difficult for a person to
see more than a handful of the sites in any given day.
On the positive side it does hold the potential for
introducing/educating a large number of people on
forestry. There are many people, both vacationers and
natives, who could probably take away something
from the sites.
My question is this a tool ISAF could use? Could
ISAF tweak this format and develop something similar? Please let me know what you think, as I am sure
you will agree that informing/educating the public is
one of our primary missions.
John Friedrich
ISAF Chair

I drove many miles on highways during a recent
trip and only came across three of the signs. Granted
they are easy enough to miss with the green on white
blending into the background. And Michigan highway
right-of-ways are much wider than the typical one
here in Indiana, so the signs are farther off the road
and therefore easier to miss. In fact two of the three I
found were on the return trip from a day’s excursion –
I did not see them on the first pass. There are no parking areas or pull offs at the stops. I had to pull onto the
shoulder to snap pictures of the two I have here. The
third one I saw I did not stop at because the heavy
highway traffic made pulling back onto the highway
questionable except in a true emergency. The stops I
came across were Number 2 White Birch, Number 8
Spruce-Fir, and Number 9 Cedar. In other years I
have seen other stops on other roads, but this is the
first year I actually paid attention to the stop numbers.
The white birch stop narrative talks about the use
of the birch wood. It provides habitat requirements
and physiological information. It also discusses regeneration needs and how harvesting can play into that
The spruce-fir stop narrative is similar, but also
talks extensively about the spruce budworm pest
issues. The cedar stop narrative also points out some

The Art of Forestry
One of the definitions of forestry is “the profession
embracing the science, art, and practice of creating,
managing, using, and conserving forests and associated resources for human benefit and in a sustainable
manner to meet desired goals, needs, and values.”
This definition is from the SAF website. In this definition “practice” is the application of “science” and “art”.
The science and art of forestry are the cornerstones of
our decision making in forest management.
The different forest types around the country all
can be managed using the same basic forest management techniques that have their basis in science.
These techniques include terms such as improvement
cuts, intermediate treatments, and thinning from
below. But the science for applying a technique to different forest types does vary, sometimes significantly.
Take the use of clearcutting as an example. A clearcut
may be applied to a Douglas-fir – sugar pine – ponderosa pine stand in Oregon with the objective of having
an existing heavy seed bank to regenerate those very
species in that clearcut. In the northern Lake States,
aspen stands are clearcut knowing that all those root
systems will create a doghair thicket of aspen regen-

A planted pine stand after a couple thinnings
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eration within a few years. In the Gulf Coast states, a
loblolly stand will be clearcut to be replanted with
genetically improved loblolly pine seedlings. But in
applying this clearcut technique in all of these situations, forest managers are creating, besides a regenerating forest stand, an early successional habitat that will
provide different benefits than the stand of large trees it
replaced. Science has determined what to expect with
the clearcut treatment in all these situations.
What about the art of forestry? Where does that
come in? In the loblolly pine example I don’t see much
in the way of art. In fact there may not even be much
in the way of forester input. Foresters determine a
process to grow loblolly pine almost like corn – plant
it, thin it at year x and/or y, harvest at year z, then
replant. Thinnings are done by removing every third
row. There is no real on the ground forester decision
making – someone who does not even have to be a forester merely has to look at a timetable to determine
what treatment is due for what stand.
In the aspen case there is even less decision making
as usually there is no thinning. The stand is merely
harvested then allowed to grow until the next regen-

Wolfy white oak left in a harvest area

eration harvest. The only decision making in any particular might be in leaving some reserve trees such as
large white pine. Where the harvest ends is the
boundary of that stand.
Here in the central hardwoods the art of forestry
plays a much bigger role in the management decision
making. First of all most of the decision making is
made on the tree level, not the stand level. The decision to harvest a stand is made at the stand level, but
what techniques and what trees are to be harvested
are usually decided on the tree level. Trees are
selected to be removed based on the condition of the
individual and the surrounding individual, not
because it happens to be in the wrong row, or within
the boundary of a particular stand.
Emphasizing the art of forestry even more are
many decisions between species, species competition,
size versus species, and defect, and how it all plays
into the goals. A large, wolfy white oak has little monetary value and is taking up a large amount of growing space, but is also producing plenty of acorns and
has plenty of nesting and cavity opportunities. A
stand of sugar maple may be of high value to continue
to manage, unless maple borer is an issue in the stand
and then maybe it is better to regenerate the stand
with the regeneration likely to be poplar and cherry. A
yellow-poplar may be winning the crown competition
with a smaller, neighboring oak, but also will be susceptible when the next drought hits. These are just
some of the many scenarios that we as foresters in the
central hardwoods deal with regularly. While the science has provided us with many tools and background, the artwork of the individual forester here is
what actually shapes how the woodlands will look.
—John Friedrich, ISAF Chair

Aspen clearcut regeneration with white pine reserve tree
Also notice the oak regeneration in the foreground
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2014 Natural Resources Teacher Institute
cussed his research on the Indiana Bat.
On Friday, the participants received their forestry
tool boxes—obtained with funding from ISAF. The
tool boxes contained tree sticks, D-tapes, 100' tapes,
clipboards, tree tags, flagging, and 101 Trees of Indiana. They were very excited to have their own set of
the same tools we had been working with all week.
This group of educators was amazing! They were so
eager to learn about Indiana’s forest resources and
forest products and excited about the possibilities for
lessons and projects to take back to their students—
which ranged from preschool to high school to non-formal.
A couple of comments to sum up the program:
“Every trip and activity fit the theme and
goals for the week. The people we worked with
were all incredibly passionate and knowledgeable. It was one of the most useful educational
conferences I have attended.”
“You allowed the forest to be our teacher this
week and we listened!”
I would like to take this opportunity to again thank
the sponsors of the Natural Resources Teacher Institute for their contributions, without which this program would not have happened:
Indiana DNR Division of Forestry
Indiana Society of American Foresters
Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation
Indiana Forestry and Woodland Owners Association
Indiana Hardwood Lumbermen’s Association
Cargo Services, Inc.
Donna Rogler, Project Learning Tree Coordinator

The inaugural Natural Resources Teacher Institute was held June 16-20 at the Forestry Training
Center at Morgan-Monroe State Forest. Eleven educators from all over Indiana participated in the Institute. This program is a partnership between the Indiana Division of Forestry, Purdue University Forestry
and Natural Resources, the Hardwood Ecosystem
Experiment and National Project Learning Tree. The
Indiana Society of American Foresters is a sponsor of
the program.
The group participated in several tours throughout
the week. Those included a tour of Morgan-Monroe
State Forest with an intro to public forest management and a tour of IFWOA board member Robert
Woodling’s Tree Farm to learn about private forest
management. Robert and foresters Ralph Unversaw
and John Stambaugh led a walk through the Tree
Farm discussing landowner objectives and forest
management practices.
Industry tours included Crone’s Sawmill in
Martinsville and Indiana Hardwood Specialists in
Spencer. “The industry tour was fabulous! One
tends to forget how privileged we are to live so
close to hardwood forests.”
On Tuesday evening the participants had a chance
to meet the sponsors and contributors to the program.
Indiana SAF was represented by John Friedrich,
chairperson. Other ISAF members in attendance
included Lenny Farlee, Pete Halstead, and Donna
Rogler. Indiana Forestry and Woodland Owners Association, Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation,
IHLA, Indiana Division of Forestry, and Purdue Forestry & Natural Resources were also represented. The participants all agreed that the
Meet & Greet (sponsored by Cargo Services) was
a great opportunity to talk to people with a variety of forestry backgrounds and to thank the
sponsors of the Institute.
Beyond tours, throughout the week they
learned forestry techniques and activities: tree
identification, tree measuring, and setting up
survey plots for trees, herbaceous plants, and
salamanders—all exercises that they could take
back and do with their students. They had a
chance to hear from other professionals in the
field. Dan Shaver from The Nature Conservancy
talked about forest management from the TNC
perspective and some of the research the Indiana Chapter has been doing. Jody Nicholson
with Civil and Environmental Consultants, dis-

Lenny Farlee showing use of measuring stick
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Executive Committee Meeting
called to order at 9:19 AM.
per year to be divided among up to 4 Purdue forest management students. A committee will be
formed to work out the details of the scholarship.
John Friedrich seconded the amendment. The
motion passed unanimously.
Committee Reports
1. Treasurer – Dale presented his report. See attached.
2. Audit – No report.
3. Awards – No report.
4. Communications – No report.
5. Continuing Education – Donna is updating
events as they occur.
6. Education – Friday November 21st for Pesticide
Training at the same theater location in Greenfield. Registration will be the same.
7. Forester’s Fund – No report.
8. Fundraising – No fundraisers lined up.
9. History/Archives – John F. wants to get cabinet
moved possibly to Morgan-Monroe SF.
10. Investment – Dale presented report. See attached.
11. Membership – No report.
12. Newsletter – Waiting on newsletter until after
meeting.
13. Nominations and Teller – No report.
14. Policy – No report.
15. Science/Technology – No report.
16. Student Chapter – John Friedrich received an
email of concern from Mike Saunders. The
Purdue chapter over the last couple of years has
leaned towards focusing on conclave and has lost
focus of SAF as a professional development organization. The executive committee would like
more explanation and background on this issue
before taking any action.
Mike Spalding made motion to adjourn at 10:53.
Motion seconded and passed.
The Business meeting covered the same topics and
issues with only one addition.
The District Council Representative Greg Hoss
gave an update on some topics. The Wild Acres is
being sold, and the money will be invested. The
annual return on this investment is expected to be
$500,000 to $550,000. While going through items at
the Wild Acres, a rare book was discovered and sold at
auction. It brought $22,500, and the money will be put
into the building fund for future needs. There is a referendum coming up for the SAF bylaws.

Old business
1. Teacher Training update – Very successful
event. 11 educators attended. Educators were
very happy with the event. 14 kits were ordered
in advance at a cost of $197.21 each. Forestry
Suppliers assembles the kits for us and now has
an order number for the kit. Event will be moved
1 week later next year to avoid conflict with the
FFA Convention. Event will be week of June 22,
2015. SAF currently has a 5 year deal to donate
$2500 per year for this event.
2. Candidates/elections – no candidates at this
point. John Friedrich will continue one more year
if need be.
3. Prior funding requests – Indiana DNR Division
of Forestry received $15,000 to $20,000 grant
funding from Forest Service for ½ hour segments
on WFYI about forest management. SAF has also
agreed to give $10,000 over the next 3 years. Due
to retirement in DoF, this project has stalled.
New Business
1. ISAF presence at events – missed out on Deam
Wilderness 50 year anniversary this year. There
was short notice. Lenny suggested developing a
list of people, a “speaker’s bureau,” who could be
contacted for these events.
2. Requests for funding – John Friedrich will contact Lee Huss about HASTI. Indiana Envirothon
is requesting $1,500 per year for the next 5 years
to sponsor this event. There is also a proposal for
a SAF scholarship. See attachment for details of
both. Discussion about scholarship: Should be for
woods products or forest management students
only. Students may be resident of anywhere, but
must attend Purdue. Lenny recommended a
summer camp scholarship to cover tuition for
that. We could do 4 $1,000 scholarships for summer camp. The deadline for the application
would be mid January. A committee will be
formed to discuss this further. The committee
will be Teena Ligman, Mike Spalding, Lenny
Farlee, and Donna Rogler. Dale Weigel made a
motion to support the request of Environthon for
$1,500.00 each year for the next five years.
Donna Rogler seconded the motion. Dale
amended the request to include that this is contingent on the funding being available from our
investment account. Donna seconded the amendment. The motion passed unanimously. Lenny
Farlee made a motion that we give a $4000.00
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Charlotte Freeman, Purdue Farm, ISAF
Mtg. W. Lafayette, 9-25

Teacher Institute Group – June 2014

ISAF Mtg. Prophetstown SP, 9-25-14

Oak woods above fen, Prophetstown SP,
ISAF Mtg., 9-25-14
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Indiana Society of
American Foresters
Fall 2014 – Call for
Candidates
NO ONE has stepped forward yet to be
a candidate for open officer slots. We
need two officer candidates. We need one
candidate to be chair-elect for the
remainder of 2014, and then be chair for
2015. And we need candidates to elect the
chair-elect for 2015, who would then
become the chair in 2016.
If you are interested in being an officer
and serving your fellow members and the
Society, please contact one of the current
officers.

UP-COMING EVENT
Mark your calendar for the annual Pesticide Training to be held November 21, 2014. It will once again be
held at the Ricke’s Centre at Greenfield. For more information, contact Lenny Farlee at:
lfarlee@purdue.edu

Dr. Bill Hoover was finally presented his 50 year SAF
certificate at the ISAF business meeting, September 24, 2014.
Donna Rogler made the presentation.
Photo by John Friedrich

Field Tour of ISAF Meeting – September 2014
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Indiana SAF
14043 Williams Road
Shoals, IN 47581

2014 INDIANA SAF OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Communications

Chair
John Friedrich
402 W Washington St., Rm 204
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Jan. 1 thru Dec. 31, 2014
Phone: 317-232-4118
jfriedrich@dnr.IN.gov

Past Chair

Term of Office: On-going
Home Phone: 812-279-5547
Office Phone: 812-276-4757
E-mail: tligman@fs.fed.us

Science/Technology Chair

Eric Summerfield
Jan. 1 thru Dec. 31, 2014
4112 E. St Rd 225
Office Phone: 765-714-2367
W. Lafayette, IN 47906 E-mail: esummerfield@dnr.IN.gov

Vice-Chair

Jack Seifert
Term of Office: On-going
402 W. Washington St., Rm. W296 Home Phone: 812-873-6713
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Office Phone: 317-232-4116
Fax #: 317-233-3863
E-mail: seifert@dnr.in.gov
John Stambaugh
12817 E SR 54
Springville, IN 47462

Mike Spalding
Term of office: Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2014
Yellowwood State Forest
812-988-7945
772 South Yellowwood Rd
mspalding@dnr.IN.gov
Nashville, IN 47448

Treasurer
Jan 1, 2014-Dec. 31, 2015
Home Phone: 812-279-8953
E-mail: dkweigel@alumni.purdue.edu

Newsletter Editor
Janet Eger
14043 Williams Road
Shoals, IN 47581
Fax #: 812-279-3391

Term of Office: On-going
Office Phone: 812-247-2479
Cell Phone: 812-583-9383
E-mail: jeger@dnr.in.gov

Term of Office: On-Going
Office Phone: 812-346-2286
E-mail: dbreedlove@dnr.in.gov

Education Co-Chair
Ron Rathfon
12000 Purdue Farm Road
Dubois, IN 47526
Fax #: 812-678-3412

Term of Office: On-going
Home Phone: 765-448-4262
Office Phone: 812-678-3401
E-mail: ronr@purdue.edu

Education Co-Chair
Lenny Farlee
Term of Office: On-going
G021D Pfendler Hall, Purdue University
West Lafayette, IN 47907
Office Phone: 765-494-2153
E-mail: lfarlee@purdue.edu

Continuing Forestry Ed. Contact

Historian/Archivist
John Friedrich
402 W Washington St., Rm 204
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Term of Office: On-going
Home Phone: 812-863-7271
Office Phone: 812-863-7272
E-mail: forester@custom.net

Forester’s Fund Chair
Darrell Breedlove
905 E. Co. Rd. 350 N.
North Vernon, IN 47265

Term of Office: On-going
Phone: 317-232-4118
jfriedrich@dnr.IN.gov

William F. Minter
2011 Regina Rd.
New Paris, IN 46553
Fax #: 574-831-6795

Term of Office: On-going
Home Phone: 574-831-6795
Office Phone: 260-799-5869
E-mail: billfm@goshen.edu

Awards
Lee Huss
Term of Office: On-Going
PO Box 848
Home Phone: 812-929-2511
Bloomington, IN 47402
Office Phone: 812-349-3716
Fax #: 812-349-3705 E-mail: hussl@bloomington.in.gov

Purdue Student Chapter Chair
Fund Raising Projects

Membership Chair

Secretary

Dale Weigel
143 The Woods
Bedford, IN 47421

Teena Ligman
811 Constitution Ave.
Bedford, IN 47421
Fax #: 812-279-3423

Policy Chair

Liz Jackson
Term of Office: On-going
1007 North 725 West
West Lafayette, IN 47906-9431 Office Phone: 765-583-3501
Fax #: 765-583-3512
E-mail: jackson@purdue.edu

Brian Gandy
2016 N Co Rd 1050 E
Charlottesville, IN 47265

Term of Office: On-Going
Home Phone: 317-462-6820
Fax #: 317-462-6820
E-mail: gandybrian@hotmail.com

Investment Committee
Dale Weigel
143 The Woods
Bedford, IN 47421

Term of Office: On-Going
Home Phone: 812-279-8953
E-mail: dkweigel@alumni.purdue.edu

Audit Committee
Jayson Waterman
498 N.W. 18th St.
Richmond, IN 47374

Term of Office: On-going
Office Phone: 765-935-9415
Fax #: 765-935-9415
E-mail: jwaterman@dnr.in.gov

Nominating Committee
Eric Summerfield
Term of Office: On-Going
Prophetstown State Park
Phone: 765-714-2367
4112 E St. Rd. 225
E-mail: esummerfield@dnr.IN.gov
W. Lafayette, IN 47906

Tellers Committee
Eric Summerfield
Term of Office: On-Going
4112 E. St Rd 225
Office Phone: 765-714-2367
W. Lafayette, IN 47906 E-mail: esummerfield@dnr.IN.gov

